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despatched his son Benatus with seventy thousand men,
but according to another tradition with one hundred thou-
sand, each of whom was able to challenge and to fight
thousands, and they were ordered to march in his retinue
against the enemy.

Par viz arrived with great pomp in Azarbaij&n, and
Panduiah, who had escaped from the custody of Behram,
and was living in the country of Azarbaijan, joined him
with a large army. These events disquieted Behram to
such a degree that he marched with an army from Madam
to encounter Parviz. When the two armies had sufficiently
approached each other three Turkish boys came forth from
the army of Behram, halted in the centre of the plain, and
challenged Parviz to single combat, saying: ' Come out,
and each of us will fight thee separately/ Parviz complied
with the summons, although Benatus had greatly dissuaded
him. The three pugnacious Turks assailed Par viz one
after the other, but were all slain by him. The soldiers of
Persia, as well as of Kum [Byzantines] were amazed at the
prowess of the king ; they applauded, and all alighted from
their horses to kiss the ground with the lips of civility.
In this act also Benatus, the son of the Qaisar, participated,
alighting from his steed, and kissing the stirrup of Parviz.
One of the above-mentioned many men, each of whom
was surnamed Hezar-merd [a thousand men], asked : * (.)
king! How couldst thou, in spite of thy bravery, flee from
thy officer V Khosru, being displeased with this question,
gave no reply. This same Hezar-merd then asked Parvk
to point out Behram, as he was desirous to fight him.
Behram, who happened to bo in front of his army, mounted
' on a piebald charger, was accordingly singled out by Parviz.
The Hezar-merd attacked Behram and fought a while with
him, until Behram at last aimed such a blow at the head of
his antagonist that he split his whole body in two, and the
sword struck the knob of his saddle, Khosru chuckled at
this event, but the Eiimis, who were distressed thereby,
inquired about the cause of the laughter of Parviss, who
replied ; e He blamed me for retreating from my own officer.'